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As part of ttiG Educative Pastoral Family of Don Bosco Can- 
lubanq, we tiave grown so accustomed to the ideas above. In 
fact, for each of us who exists in this 13-hectare land area we 
fondly call 'home.' they are not mere ideas, but more than that, 
they have become a living tradition that has been passed on 
to us by no less than our Salesians, who once upon a time, 
wall^ed in the august halls of this institution when they were 
students themselves. 

One of the respected traditions in Don Bosco Canlubang is the 

SignBearer. 

The publication has been passed on from one generation to 
another. This year, we take up the challenge to keep this 
legacy alive. 

This issue of the SignBearer, a revival after some years of 
hiatus, carries with it an impetus to resurrect an important 
tradition of the school (don't fail to read Fr. Eli's column inside!). 

It is indeed a manifestation of the apostolate of the media, 
left by Don Bosco to his Salesians. But more than this, we be- 
lieve that it is also a proof that the students have a voice in 
this family. 

In this resurrected issue of the SignBearer, we hope that this 
message is heard. Loud and clear. 
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It is with nostalgia that I write this little note 

FOR this issue OF "tHE SiGNBEARER." It was in my first 
year after the novitiate when as professed brothers our nriedia 
group started the first issue of "The Siqnbearer." I rennember having 
Fr. John Cabrido and Fr Arnold Sanico in the group. I remennber 
using stencils and stylus, a mechanical typewriter and a mimeo- 
graphing machine, correction fluid for erasures and cutters for 
layout. I remember sending letters of solicitation to parents and 
benefactors during visiting Sunday to sustain the publication. 

And to know that it is still around makes me simply sigh, with the 
particular nuance it has among young people today: "COOL." Really, 
an expression of admiration and approval for those of you who have 
come after us! I also say "COOL" because now you have moved 
from desktop typewriter to mobile laptop, from stylus to Photo- 
shop designing, and from mimeograph to risograph, with its high- 
speed and high-volume photocopying and printing. But I suppose 
you still send those solicitation letters, only this time they are 
printed on HP laser printers. 

General Chapter 26 calls us to move "from a timid attitude and 
sporadic presence in media to one of responsible use and a more 
incisive educative and evangelizing animation" (GC 26. 104). Hence, 
we are directed to "lay down a realistic strategy which favors a 
more incisive presence in the media world, as well as youthful and 
popular artistic expression, and prepare qualified personnel in this 
area" (GC 26. 110). 

Digital technology defines our relationship with the culture of 
youth and of the future. This is the generation for whom "windows" 
is software and "hardware" is not a store for buying screw drivers. 
Keyboard is what is used to word process rather than to play on a 
piano. Unzip is not a dirty word but a necessary skill for big com- 
puter files. Neither is web related to spiders nor paste related to 
sticking. Pad is not a piece of paper. And while the sound of the cat 
is "meeaw, meeaw** and the sound of the dog is "aw. aw" the 
sound of the mouse is "click." 



1 



The Preventive System is about possibility thinking, initratihq. and 
innovating. Don Bosco's attitude was always this: "I have always 
gone ahead as the Lord inspired me and circumstances required." 
Don Bosco once confided to Fr. Barberis: "I see that from the 
moment we stand still, the Congregation will begin to decay" 

Chutzpah. [ say it again. CHUTZPAH, This is a Yiddish word which 
means "nerve." This is the crucial promise you need to make to 
yourselves: temerity... boldness... daring... 

Lead me to a rock that is higher than I. (Psalms 61:2) i 
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[HIGH SCHOOL] 



Do YOU STILL REMEMBER THE VERY FIRST TIME YOU 
LANDED YOUR FEET ON THE GROUNDS OF DON BOSCO 

CaNLUBANG? I do. I could still remember it clearly. At first. I 
thought I would get lost because I had never entered the high 
school area before. All I knew back then was the Chapel and the 
canteen. But as I walked through the pathways leading to the drink- 
ing fountain area. I did not know where to go. Although I had a 
companion with me. I still felt uncomfortable and awkward. But 
after getting used to the place, things turned out pretty well. And 
I'm not talking any gibberish here because I know that most of you 
readers can relate with me regarding this since all of us were once 
freshmen. 

When asked about the first day of classes, students would say 
''Sana na-extend pa anq vacation/ Bitin ehr or Tm not in the mood 
yet to study." But what can we do? We are students and we are 
obliged to study. No matter how boring it is at times» we all need 
to do it just the same. 

June 10, 2008 marked a big day for the students of the High School 
department. For once again, we left behind our DotA games, our 
text-'tll-we-drop sessions with our friends (or girlfriends), daily TV 
viewing, internet surfing, and all other teenage preoccupations to 

'///ystart our sessions with the books, study our notes and begin the 
scholastic year 2008-2009. This marks the start of another scho- 
lastic year filled with joys, trials, hardships, projects, and for some, 

,, the start of a new experience: their transition from elementary to 
their high school life as Bosconians. 

Every start of the school year, we ail have our expectations, some- 
thing like "I hope this year would be a blast!" or "I hope this year 
would be much more fun than last 



jT^^ear" and every other stuff we could 

^ think of. Changes are very evident. 

^'' From the rector, down to the staff. 



there are significant changes; lots of new faces, new facilities, new 
teachers. All these cater to our needs as Bosconians and with all 
these improvements, we are sure that all of us will get all the best 
from them. Other alumni didn't get the chance to experience all 
these. Indeed we consider ourselves lucky for having encountered 
these changes. Teachers, both old and new, have been introduced 
to the student body New Salesian faces are also present in the 
community that will surely contribute to the formation of Bosco- 
nian servant-leaders. New facilities like television sets have also 
been installed to facilitate multimedia lectures and instructional 
videos. 

It really is great to took back in our first days here in Don Bosco. 
where everything seems to be precious; the people, the experi- 
ences, and all. Then we tell ourselves It has been a blast of an ex- 
perience." There are a lot of twists and turns, but definitely an ex- 
perience that we will all remember (and cherish, for sure!) for the 
rest of our lives, i 
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Leaving Don Bosco Canlubang four years ago, 
i was fortunate to have landed a teaching post 

IN ONE BIG Catholic school in Manila. The facilities' 

of the school are top-of-the-iine; even the canteen was wired up.^ 
Majority of its faculty members append their names with the ini- 
tials PhD. or at the very least MA. One can really feel the academic 
ur .environment inside the campus diffused by excellence and schol- 
arship. ■^^^"■^ 

But halfway through my first term, I got homesick and it was not 
difficult to state the reason why. I sorely missed the warm* familial 
atmosphere of my previous home. This same observation I would 
also hear from our Bosconlan-aiumnl who were also studying in 
that school. 

There is something in the heritage of a Salesian school that is out- 
standingly different. Joyful optimism, warm and familiar friendship, 
games and recreation, family spirit, youth group activities, loving ^ 
kindness, summer camps, loving presence and the list goes on and 
on. These are terminologies we know by the tip of our fingers. Far 1 
different from other Catholic institutions, it does not make us any \ 
better, much less the best, but it distinguishes us from all the rest. 

This must have propelled Fr. Pascual Chavez to enjoin us in his \ 
2008 strenna: 



But these did not make them love him. He worked out to make 
himself loved. He taught his youngsters how to love him by loving 
them in the first place. He spent time with them. Writing from 
Rome in 1884. he told his Salesians that "You cannot have affection 
(from the young) without a friendly informal relationship." 

Our times are a little different from the time of Don Bosco. And it 
is more difficult. 

In a striking letter of Fr Chavez after visiting the Philippines five 
years ago. he challenged the Salesians not only to be "present 
among youngsters" but also to exude "a credibility and witness in 
bringing signs of Christ's love for them." 

There is no way to return to 
1 Don Bosco other than using his 
means in "winning souls." And 
we can only achieve this by re- 
discovering his heart and 
transforming our hearts simi- 
lar to his. A 
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In the 30-page explanation of his strenna, Fr. Chavez did not clearly 
define what the heart of Don Bosco is made of. But he handed on 
hints that are crystal clear; the heart of a shepherd constitutes the 
heart of Don Bosco. 

His heart only beats for his flock, even among those lost ones. And 
if I may add, especially for them. He gave the underprivileged youth 
of his time a good chance of battling it out with their deprivations. 
He taught them the three R^ and basic life skills. Believing that ''a 
teacher who is seen only in the classroom is a teacher but nothing 
more," he was practically all to them. He was an acrobat, musician, 
actor, writer, teacher, friend and the list is legion. All for the pre- 
cious reason of saving their souls. 



This piece first appeared in the bloq of the author 
http://onapensivemood.bloqspot.com 
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We're all greeted with the pleasant news that we have a new Rector 
this school year in the person of Fr. Louie Castaneda. SDB. 

As such, we in the SignBearer put-off one of our time- honored col- 
umns which is devoted to the message of the Rector and came up 
instead with this interview as we wish to make him known more by 
the EPC in a more intimate fashion. 




BY SIGNBEARER TEAM [STAF] 



The interview was set weeks ago. But it never pushed 
ttirouqh because of Fr. Louie's other commitments. We couldn't 
blame him for v^e know that his hands are filled. In fact, we ob- 
served that he rarely stays in his office. We were ready to throw in 
the towel, until we got a text message from him asking us when 
we could finally sit down for the interview. We did not think twice 
and scheduled it right the next day! 

instead of having it in his office, we were welcomed to the commu- 
nity room of the Salesians. He was watching the news at CNN 
when we came and for the next 30 minutes or so. we were able to 
penetrate the thoughts of the Father of Don Bosco College Can- 
lubang. 

SB: We start with something basic. Could you share with us 
your vocation story? 

Fr. Louie: When I was in high school. I studied in Don Bosco Man- 
daluyong. I was sharing that with the others that I got hooked to 
playing ping-pong. Our house is about 10-minute drive to DBTC so 
I could go easily to the school very early in the morning, like 530 
in the morning I could already be in the school so that I could play 
ping-pong with my friend. But you know sometimes, he would not 
arrive on time. So. it would be impossible to play alone. Parang 
luko-luko ka naman nu'n. So I would drop by at the school chapel. 
And then there would be Mass going on there. 5:30 AM Mass. And 
so. I would attend the Mass. receive holy communion. So for some 
days, ganun yung nangyayari, hindi siya dumadating sa oras, so I 
needed to occupy my time. After a few weeks, the one celebrating 
Mass. Fr. Candusso, noticed me. Maybe he thought I was a good boy 
because I was going to Mass early in the morning. He asked me 
what my name was. I said I'm Luisito Castaneda, a first year. And 
the next question was "Would you like to try the seminary In Pam- 
panga?" You know. Fr. Candusso has a reputation to be very simple 
but holy super holy Anyhow. I said I'll ask my parents." I was 
passed on to Fr Balocco who was the rector. He followed me up. 
And then the following year. I saw myself in the Juniorate as a 
second year high school student. Then thafs it. I really see the con- 
nection between my playing ping-pong, my getting addicted to it, 
the invitation of Fr, Candusso. and eventually rjny saying yes to the 
invitation. And then from first year until I was ordained a priest. I 
could really say it was smooth sailing talaga. There was no crisis, 



no very big difficulties. I was enjoying myself all the time. I was 
very happy More or less that's the story I have. 

SB: Do you still play pinq-ponq? 

Fr. Louie: No I don't, because I don't have a chance to do so. But 
may be now because, they bought some tables, HI be able to play 
again. 

SB: Yeah! We hope your skill isn't rusty. 

Fr. Louie: But this time I'm playing badminton. Because for old 
people, badminton is more suited. Because there, you don't need to 
jump a lot. to run so far and so fast. It's less physical than playing 
basketball or football. But of course, it's definitely more physical 
than just playing chess or diiii. 

SB: Father, how about the traditional seminary games such as 
football or basketball? 

Fr. Louie: Yeah, modesty aside. I could say I was enjoying basket- 
ball in the beginning. But when I entered the 
seminary I enjoyed football more. I was 
really longing to play the game every time 
kapag 3:00 o 4:00 na. In the juniorate. 
we were grouped into teams, from A to 
R The higher levels were in A. like the 
fourth years, but I was the smallest in 
the group, so 1 was placed in R 1 was third 
year that time, kasama ko yung mga first 
years. Kasi malUt ako e. I was small at 
that time, even now !*m still small. But 



I 



when I was in high school, my 
feet could not even reach 
the floor when I sit 




down. 



Naging 



issue pa nga 
sakin yan, sabi 
ko '^will I 
make it ► 
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IF YOU WANT TO GO BACIC 

TO DON BOSCO, 
GO TO THE PLAYGROUND 
WHERE THE YOUNG ARE... 



Sports is a prominent piece in the bosconian iden- 
tity. The football fields, playgrounds and courts in every Don Bosco in- 
stitution, must have impressed upon in our Bosconians the passion to 
excel in sports. And true to form, we did not allow ourselves to be out- 
done by the 2008 Olympics in Beijing as last 15 August 2008 we all wit- 
nessed the official kick-off of our very own Olympics, dubbed "Siglakas 
Busko 2008!" 



It was indeed an opportune day that this year's intramurals opening took 
place alongside the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary It had a lively 
Eucharistic celebration for a jump-off! It's just about time that we get to 
have some real blessings before plunging into a whole lot of sports events! 
It is our undeniable belief that here in Don Bosco, everything starts in God 
even in sports! 
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A parade of players never misses its mark on any commencement of sports 
activities in our campus. Starting off from the Savio field, the contingents 
of the different departments marched their way to the gymnasium, flaunt- 
ing their pride and honor, waving flags of race, showing off victorious hand i 
waves and roaring out resounding cheers of intimidation-the whole place 



was bouncing with life and enthusiasm! Plus, with the cheerful and comic 
duo of Ma'am Pinky Villanueva and Sir Bart Temprosa as masters of cere- 
mony, it was totally awesome! Well, not to mention the really cool techno 
dance moves of mixed college and TVET students plus the heartwarming \ 
voices of our Japanese visitors in their cute Japanese costumes! 

The whole program was indeed full of surprises. It kept surprising us espe- 1 
cialLY when "Leonidus" and his men hauled in the pyre! And guess what, it 
was our very own energetic dean, Fr. Vester Casaclang. SDB, who carried 
the torch around along with three other representatives from each depart- 
ment and lighted what seemed like a cannon! And so, with a loud bang, the 
pyre was lighted. Fr. Louie Castaneda. SDB. our rector, made the whole 
event official with the powerful words "by the power vested upon me as 
rector. I hereby declare Siglakas Busko 2008. open!" 

So if you think that the opening of the Olympics at Beijing is better than our 
Siglakas Busko, think again! i 
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The Salesian family in the Philippine North Province (FIN) gave birth 

TO A NEW priest ON AuGUST 16, 2008, A FITTING OFFERING ON THE BIRTH- 
DAY OF St, John Bosco. 

Fr Keith Michael T. Simbulan. SDB was ordained by His Exceilency Bishop Broderick Pabillo. SDB. DD. 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Manila at the National Shrine of Mary Help of Christians. 
Fr. Eliqio Cruz. SDB. the FIN Provincial together with some 60 priests concelebrated. * 

rn his homily. Bishop Pabillo shared with Fr. Kim that one way to attain happiness in the priest- 
ly ministry is "to be humble and be with the humble of the land." The prelate also urged him 
"to become what you celebrate... and become an imitation of the Master." 



u 
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Noting the various graces Fr. Kim received throughout his 30 years of existence, he picked 7 
m\\ bless the Lord at all time: praise shall be always on my lips" (cf. Psalm 34:2) as a fitting 
theme for his ordination. In his speech, the newly ordained Fr. Kim acknowledged that he is "a Sale- 
sian because of the young" and challenged those who feel the call to the religious life to be courageous 
in offering their "yes' to God. 



m 



His former seminary companions provided a valuable contribution in the animation of the liturg]^ 
Fr Kim acknowledged and thanked them for coming. 









It is interesting to note that the choir was a strong power cast of more than 100 members, 
composed of aspirants, prenovices and theologians. The r' and 2"^^ year high school stu- 
dents of Don Bosco College - Canlubang were the sopranos and the altos. 



The family and relatives of Fr. Kim filled the Shrine together with the 

members of the Salesian family. Young people from various Salesian 

settings, especially from those which Fr. Kim carried out his apostolate, 

came in full force. However the biggest del- 

egation came from the Don Bosco College 

^i^anlubang packing more 

■than 500 jtu- "^ 

dents, teachers 




staff, i 



L-R Fr. Kim solemnly prays as Bp. Pabillo lafVhls hands on hi 
Fr. Kim gives his thank you speech * BG | The MHC Shrine in Para- 
haque filled with students, teachers, confreres and friends of Fr. Kim. 

PHOTOS BY BR. DONNIE DUCHIN DUYA. SDB 
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Pacific. It also functions as an 
Salesiana (ANS) based in Rome. 
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The tradition of Don Bosco^s oratory is very much 

ALIVE IN THE SEMINARY GROUNDS OF CaNLUBANG OF THE FIN 

(Philippine North Province)! 

On the eve of the Solemnity of Mary^ Assumption, the Aspirants and Pre- 
novices staged an academy in honor of the Blessed Mother, a long time tradi- 
tion that dates back to the time of Don Bosco. 

The aspirants and pre-novices wowed the audience, mostly comprised of the 
members of the Salesian family and the EPC of the school, when they demon- 
strated their acting prowess. They presented a monologue entitled "Ang Babae 
sa Buhay ng mga Seminarista" (The Lady in the Life of the Seminarians). The 
story consists of the personal accounts of four aspirants (Kevin Dimalanta. Jules 
Punsalan, Rodil Lleandones and Roman Torres) and pre-novice Dennis Maleon. 

Fr. Noel Sumagui. the prefect of discipline, directed the monologue. 

The production was about five young men and their varied reflections on their af- 
fection towards their respective "special woman" in their lives. Each of them has 
so much interesting stories to tell. These narratives ended up with a big ques- 
tion: What happens now that they're inside the seminary? 

Those who contributed the stories were also the ones who acted it out. The result was 
a rather interesting plot, if not an altogether amusing peek into the "humanity" of the 
seminarians. 

Br. Jomar Castillo of the post-novitiate community wrapped up the monologue, high- ^ 
lighting the significant role of Mary as THE Woman in the life of every seminarian and 
Salesian. 

These stories were weaved into one seamless script by Br. Donnie Duchin Duya (of j 

I 

the Post novitiate community). 
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The seminarians serenaded the Blessed Mother by an original score com- 
posed by Asps. Nathan Petate and Reggie Bernardo. 

Just like the long-standing Oratory tradition, the night was capped off by the 
good night talk of Fr. Polo Alcasid, the rector, challenging the seminarians to 
imitate Mary in her humanity one of the emphases of the pre-novitiate for- 
mation. He also thanked the members of the Salesian family for manifesting 
the importance of Mary in their lives by their presence, i 



The poster, the cast & crew 
and the drama all frozen 
in time for hundreds to 
relish and to rekindle how 
Mary was honored. 

The aspirants and 
prenovices in a tableu 
honorinq Mary In 
gesture and song. 
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Due IN ALTUM! 

A Glimpse at the Prenovitiate Progam of Don Bosco Semina 




Jesus got into a boat and asked the owner to ah these activities enable 



PUT IT OUT INTO DEEP AND FISH. The owner first hesitated 
but trusted in Jesus anyway. As a result, they caught plenty of fish. 
Annazed by the experience, the owner, together with his brother 
and friends, left everything behind to follow Jesus and they 
became more than just fishermen but fishers of men! 

The start of the school year saw the formal division of the once 
lone Don Bosco College. Inc. (DBC) into two separate communities: 
the school community and the seminary community. This year also 
marked the start of the new prenovitiate program which now lasts 
for one year and is to be taken only after an aspirant finishes his 
undergraduate degree. Therefore, the aspirantate for the regular 
seminarians now lasts for four years and as for vocation candi- 
dates who have already finished their college courses, they are 
asked to spend at least one year as an aspirant before being able 
to apply for the prenovitiate stage. 

WHAT IS THE PRENOVITIATE? 

The prenovitiate is the immediate preparation for the novitiate, 
hence, its name. In other congregations and in the past, this stage 
was known as the postulancy. The nature of the prenovitiate 
comes from its intimate link with the novitiate for which it is a pre- 
requisite and to which it explicitly tends. According to the Salesian 
Constitutions (Art 109), the prenovitiate should allow the candidate 
to discern his vocation, mature as a man and a Christian, make de- 
liberate decisions free from exterior and interior pressures through 
an experience of the Salesian life. The stage also enables the Sale- 
sian Congregation to evaluate the candidate's maturity for admis- 
sion to the novitiate. 

The prenovitiate formation experience offers the candidate the 
chance to deepen his vocational choice through deeper self-know- 
ledge, spiritual direction, introduction to the Word of God, sacra- 
mental life and prayer, a general knowledge of Don Bosco and the 
Salesian Society, an experience of community life and Salesian ap- 
ostolic experience. Since the candidate is free from any scholastic 
requirements, his typical day is spent in prayer, weekly inputs on 
Youth Ministry, Salesianlty Bible Exegesis, Prayer and Spiritual Di- 
rection, friendly talk and integration with the Rector and vocation 
growth sessions alongside the regular community schedule of the 
seminary. 



us to respond to Jesus* 
call of putting it out into 
the deep! Though sailing 
through unknown waters 
creates a sense of un- 
certainty, Jesus' assur- 
ance of His love and 
faithfulness and our 
willingness to cooper- 
ate in His work will 
allow us to have a 
plenty catch, i 
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The Educative-Pastoral Community (epc) of Don 

Bosco College celebrated the birthday of Its Rector, Fr. Luisito 
Touie" Castaneda. SDB last 1 August 2008. Although his birthday 
was on August 3, the celebration with the EPC was forwarded to 
August 1. 

The program, emceed by Ron Abriel Evangelista and Jessa Mariel 
dela Pefta {3-BSEd), started with the TVET students with a hilari- 
ous skit to the song "Ale." followed by a religious interpretative 
dance of the aspirants, to the song "Hesus ng Aking Buhay". Then 
three representatives of the faculty and staff. Mr. Eric Forton, Mr. Roll 
Bonifacio and Mr. Elmer Magtangob. drew cheering from the audi- 
ence with their dance. The Continental scholars then performed 
and sang on stage, followed by a skillful and thrilling street dance 
of the TVET students. The College students then presented a 
dance accompanied by a choral rendition of the commercial song. 
^'Makulay ang Buhay" The High School body all sang the song Tou", 
with a speech delivered by Alexander Paul Batalon (1-Savio) for the 
birthday celebrator. Finally Maria Cristina Yanduc (2-BSEd) sang the 
last song "Close to You". To cap the celebration, Fr. Louie gave his 

birthday remarks and formally declared half-day for the staff and 
students. A 
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day as rector of the school community of Canlubang. TVET students 
"brought" some clowns along to spice up the celebration. | The Salesians 
had their own song number too. | Alexander Paul Batalon. a first year HS 
student rendered a heart-warming speech. 

Background | The Salesians, staff, and students heaved a birthday bash for 
their Rector - and it was a smashing hit! 
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FR0MP06 ► in college?" I was telling the rector Fm thinking of not 
entering Canlubang. kasi I'm so small. People might make fun of 
me. I was really small, but not disproportionate Maliit. pero lahat 
maliit With the band for example. I could not reach the clarinet 
holes. So. they gave me the quartino. Maliit lang yun e. It's half the 
clarinet. But it plays the melody kaya nga iang. it's really small: so. 
I could reach the keys. 

SB: How about other musical instruments do you play? 

Fr, Louie: I was playing base guitar before when I was in high 
school. 

SB: We see that there's a big influence of sports in your voca- 
tion story. We can say that Salesian education cannot be 
separated from the court. 

Fr. Louie: Right. Right. We really believe in the pedagogy of the 
playground. I really realize that entering the juniorate at that time. 
It was far away from Manila, like two to three hours travel time But 
when we got there, the Salesians were so jolly so happy together 
playing with us. things like that, so we get to forget homesickness. 
That's one difficulty for the high school students to be separated 
from their family at a tender age. And yet. we are able to do that. 
First because it was a natural environment of a family that they es^ 
tablished. We could talk to the fourth years as kuyas when we 
were in second years. Then, the brothers were always there. The 
priests were always assisting us in the football field or in the bas- 
ketball court. 

SB: Let's leap a little, father. When you first heard the news or 
rumors about your being assigned in Canlubang. what was 
your initial reaction? 

Fr. Louie: Actually my first obedience after my stint in Makati was 
to go for a one year study in Berkeley. California. In our Constitu- 
tions, if you've been assigned for two consecutive terms as rector, 
you rest for one year. It did not happen in Mandaluyong nor in 
Makati. So. they wanted me to take that break now. But what hap- 
pened was. after Berkeley they realized that they needed people to 
teach Salesianity in the Center [of Studies], so they said. Tr. Could 
you just take two-year course of Salesianity in Italy?" I was enter- 
ing Fr. Wong's office [then FIN Provincial, now the Regional Superior 
of East-Asia Oceania]. He told me that there was a change of plan. 



Instead of Berkeley you will go to 
Rome to study for two years there. After our meeting in his office, 
we went to the place where the [Provincial] Council would meet. I 
am a member of the Council. And so we discussed a lot of things. 
The discussion went to Canlubang. The problems In Canlubang. the 
seminarians, formation, college. So, they said, you know, you might 
as well focus on formation and focus on education of the college. 
So, who's going to take the seminarians? They said, Fr. Rolo would 
be there. Who's going to take the college community? Yun\ That 
was the time [they told me] "Father, please postpone na lang your 
study in Rome, take charge of the college in Canlubang." You know, 
that was the only time I could not answer immediately "Yes!"... 
When they told me "Berkeley" I said "Yes!" And then Rome. I said 
"Yes!" tapos Canlubang... ahm, I thought about it because I did not 
know the situation here. I was hearing something like confreres 
are not meeting eye to eye, issues in the college, issues in forma- 
tion. So, [I said] let me think about it for three days. Afterwards. I 
texted Fr. Wong after two to three days, I said, fm accepting Can- 
lubang. I was not surprised in the sense that I did not know that it 
was coming. We were discussing already a problem before and I 
was having that feeling na baka nga mapapunta ako sa Canlubang 
because we lacked personnel. We lacked people who can help. So, 
at the back of my mind. I was already having that probability that I 
would be assigned in Canlubang. But I'm so happy here. Maybe be- 
cause I was assigned in Mandaluyong and Makati and those are 
two very big schools. It's very overwhelming [there] in terms of the 
apostolate. The most complex is Mandaluyong. We have the DBYC. 
we have the parish, the college, the elementary It's not the physi- 
cal work that is taxing, it's the responsibility Every time, people ask 
"what we'll we do? what's the decision for this? How much are we 
going to spend for this? When are we going to do this" The respon- 
sibility is the one that weighs you down. Tapos sa Makati. Tapos 
dito. Dito. the department heads are Salesians and I'm very happy 
kasi madali silang kausap. Kapag may discussion, ang bills. Sa Man- 
daluyong at Makati. lay mission partners e. you needed to have to 
lift up the discussion into something more spiritual not just the 
daily operations. Dito ang discussion is always the mission, it's 
always the mission. Kaya maganda. 
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SB: How are the Bosconians of Canlubanq 

those of Mandaluyonq and Makati? Is there a difference? 



from 



Fr. Louie: When I was in Makati after having been transferred from 
Mandaluyong. I thought Td be finding Bosconians to be snobbish 
kasi mayaYaman doon e. But you know. I found out. they were not. 
Makati Bosconians are jolly, are warm, cordial. But you needed to 
make the first move. You needed to greet first. You needed to intro- 
duce yourself to them, as we would always do as Salesians. Hindi 
naman kasi puwedeng kung ayaw ninyo, ayaw ninyo 'di ba?! Now, 
coming to Canlubang, wow! Taiagang iba! The kind of respect they 
have for the priests. Una sHang nag-gi-greet Iba ang kultura sa Can- 
lubang. Something very positive. The boys are very close to the 
Salesians. I find it a very good indication of the work that we do for 
them. 

SB: We know of certain Salesians who are specialists in their 
own field. Whafs your specialization? 

Fr, Louie: When I was assigned in Mandaluyong, I was asked to 
take up Master of Arts in Educational Leadership in [De] La Salle 
[University]. The only thing that I did not do in that course is the 
position paper. I finished the academic requirements, the exams, 
except for the position paper That's something customized for the 
rectors. Because at that time, they asked the rectors to take that. 

SB: When you came, you changed a lot. We feel the improve- 
ment in the school at once. Is that your signature, that when 
you step in a new community, you need to build or improve 
something? 

Fr. Louie: Maybe because it's part of my personality to be result- 
oriented. Or if something which can be done, to do it. within possi- 
bilities of course. So, for example, when I found out that when the 
issue of the gate was a difficulty, we needed to put our own gate 
para mabilis. Let me just share with you what's happening now 
in the on-going construction [of the new high school building]. 
Of course, this was supposedly to have been a project of the 
three communities. But there were difficulties. So I 



tried to reach out to them. I was telling my community we have to 
reach out and find out what's happening. I texted Fr. Rey and Fr. 
Mike I said. "If and when you transfer, if ever, it will be on your own 
terms." Kasi. there were difficulties, like the transfer to Cogliandro 
[House], and then wait again to another place. 1 was telling them, 
as far as I am concerned. I'm going to respect what you decide to 
do and when. So that is the most that ( could tell them to respect 
really the kind of decision that the community will work on. Also 
with Fr. Rolo. I told him. "there is a plan to transfer there at the 
other side but that will be done soon by the province before you 
get to transfer there." So ang feeling ko I come over to Canlubang 
not to change the face of Canlubang and things, no that is not my 
intention. My intention was the high school [department] doesn't 
have their own place so we needed to do something. That's only 
my simple idea. It came that Robinson's was interested and the 
money would be available. 

SB: We have witnessed improvements for the past three 
months since you came, so what do we expect from you... more, 
I mean in the not so remote future. 

Fr Louie: Right. I wanted to make the vision and mission very clear 
to everybody. So, that is the fist thing I did here. I need to partici- 
pate in the process of visioning because unless I share that with 
them and they share that with me we won't be moving in the same 
direction. So that's what we did, siguro let's spend time to see 
what we want to happen in Canlubang the kind of apostolate we 
want to have here. So. there was that kind of exchange until we 
have now the revisited vision and mission. And that is a guide for 
me. You know, the real blessing I have was when the educational 
apostolate of Don Bosco was launched in year 2000. because that 
time was groping eh. 1 was a new rector in 1997... in Man- 
daluyong... Imagine I was first made rector, that was my first expe- 
rience and they put me in a very big school. Taiagang nangangapa 
ako. I don't know exactly what to be... to do... to plan for. Anyway, 
that re-launching of the educational apostolate was good for me 
because it's all there-the directions. I saw there the strategic areas 
we need to improve on. So. that guided me in Mandaluyong. in 
Makati and now. So the vision and mission has been revisited and 
then what should follow is the SEPR the pastoral project of each 
department. I was encouraging everybody to do that. ► go top 24 




Atthe Heart 

ofthe sales 



' 1^ 



>«lrf> 




^'^^=^ 



I 







.V' 




/it i 



^TJ_- 



/ 



-^ J' 



STNO 





/ 



\ 




I Have been in the Philippines for more than 

THREE YEARS NOW. To travel around and see different places 
In the country has been a delight for me, Whenever we go to 
Makati or Manila I would look around and amuse myself with so 
many interesting sights. I could say that the Philippines is really on 
its way to progress with all the beautiful buildings sprouting like 
mushrooms, malls here and there, flashy vehicles parading on the 
roads, and a whole lot more! Seeing these, I could only say "Wow! 
Human beings are really using their talents." 

But then. I realized that this is just one side of the coin. I could not 
help noticing as well the contradictory sight nestled on these de- 
velopments: young people collecting garbage: very young kids are 
cleaning the windshields of the cars, while some others are beg- 
ging. These small hands which should be holding pens are holding 
tools to earn for their daily living. 

I was told that many of these young people are even victims of 
crimes, some have run away from home, others have joined fraterni- 
ties which are up to no good at alL 

However, there is nothing new in such a sight. Even in the times of 
Don Bosco. all these things took place. He was a witness as to how 
young people were oppressed, their rights trampled upon. And the 
heart of Don Bosco even when he was still young, beat only for the 
salvation of these young people. 

As a Salesian, it is incumbent upon me to acguire the heart and 
spirit of Don Bosco as every Salesian should. And I believe that all 
the Salesians around striving their level best to be like Don Bosco, 
who gave his life for all the young people-this being at the heart 
of Don Bosco. 

When we speak of "heart," we speak about "love." Every afternoon, 
we Salesians mingle with students and spend some time with 
them. You might ask: "Why do Salesians (priests and brothers) find 
time stay with us?" The answer is simple: because of love. They 
love you very much. The love which they have for you does not 
keep them from merely working in their offices but a kind of love 
in the form of being a channel of God's love to you. 

Allow me to share with you an incident about Michael Magone. He 
was young like you and stayed with Don Bosco in the oratory for 
some years. Just like you. he was a Bosconian. But he was a street 




child first, and the leader of his gang at that! But upon his entry to 
the school of Don Bosco. there was an instant urge for him to 
become a good boy He was converted to the point that he even 
became a model Bosconian. But was it that easy for him? I don't 
think so. The process must have taken him a long time. And he 
never achieved it alone. He was with his companions who sup- 
ported him. he had the Salesians who guided him, and most impor- 
tantly he had Don Bosco who loved him and helped him attain 
goodness. 

The heart of Don Bosco is something that both your Salesians and 
Salesian educators should acquire. However, you can also have the 
same heart as Don Bosco's. That heart is a heart that beats only to 
love and feels sympathy and compassion for others. My dear Bosco- 
nians. we Salesians are not the only "Don Boscos" in the commu- 
nity, but you can also be Don Bosco to each other and to all those 
young people who need help and guidance. You can be a true 
model of a good Christian and honest citizen, i 
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Strange as it seems, in all Don Bosco schools, 

THE playground IS CONSIDERED A CLASSROOM! youthful 
Saiesians facilitating learning to the students in the morning, and 
pumping out sweat playing basketball and soccer in the afternoon, 
teachers leisurely walking along the corridors during lunch break, 
stopping on the way to chat with the students, and tutoring them 
outside class hours pro bono. In some cases, offices have become 
the "tambayan" or gathering spots for "barkadas" or peer groups. 
Many Bosconians from high schools in different Don Bosco settings 
can attest to that. 

This is the gift that Don Bosco handed on to us while he was living. 
He. as a teacher and a friend to the young boys, formulated a rela- 
tively new system of education during his time, popularly known as 
the Preventive System of Education. It sprung out in a time when 
child labor was rampant in the cities, poor young people vyere work- 
ing in the sweatshops of Turin, and education was affordable only 
to the middle and higher classes. Don Bosco believed that educa- 
tion was the key to poverty and he wanted to attract the poor boys 
to education. To achieve this goal, he used a "bait" for the boys to 
come to his oratory - playtime. But here's the catch - he would be 
present with the boys, so that when they play they would also 
learn. 

In the booklet written Don Bosco himself, he wrote about the Pre- 
ventive System as "making the prescriptions and regulations of an 
Institute known' and then watching in such a way that the pupils 
have continually the vigilant eye Of the Director or of assistants on 
them." It means being always present in the midst of the young, 



This action of the teacher mingling with the youth is called Sale- 
sian Assistance. No. this does not mean that this is only done by 
Saiesians. In fact, teachers in a Don Bosco school who are also 
known as "Lay Mission Partners" ■ laymen and women who work in 
the mission of Don Bosco. alongside with the Saiesians - are "Don 
Bosco's" among the young. They are also present in the midst of 
the boys during times of recreation. 

Don Bosco considers the Playground as one of the sacred places 
aside from the Chapel and Classroom - an unsurprising characteris- 
tic of Don Bosco schools around the world. And putting the Sale- 
sian Assistance in action, it follows that students play and converse 
alongside with the Saiesians and teachers. With the youth always 
accompanied by teachers, they have the opportunity to gain some- 
thing new and enriching. That is learning, proving education in the 
playground is possible through the Preventive System. 

Some well-known products of Don Bosco in the person of Savio. 
Magone and Bessuco are all products of the Preventive System. 
And many Saiesians and Bosconians who are now teaching in vari- 
ous educational institutions are continuing to practice this teaching 
style. Perhaps the next person who would bear this gift of Don 
Bosco and practice it would be the reader of this article! i 
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Mark Oyelle Mordeno once walked [n the corri- 
dors OF THE Srugi Building of the High School 

Department. Graduating in 2004, he moved to De La Salle 
University - Taft to take up liis tertiary education, Finishing his 
BS Math degree last year, he immediately landed a teaching post in 
one of the world class universities in the country 

1. How does It feel to be a Bosconlan in DLSU? 

Being a Bosconlan gives me some sense of pride especially when 
it comes to the religious aspect. The university upholds values 
similar to that of Don Bosco which makes it easier for me to cope 
with the Lasallian community I personally do not treat myself as 
simply a Lasallian but a Bosconian-Lasallian. 

2. How do you apply the learnings you got from Don Bosco? 

The slogan "Do your ordinary duties extraordinarily well" is. for me, 
a lifetime influence. As i continue my endeavor in the academic life, 
this motto has always been and will always be an inspiration for me 
and so far it (has) brought out the best in me. Moreover, serving the 
nation by educating young minds is my personal form of servant- 
leadership. 

3. What do you think is an edge of a Bosconlan over the prod- 
ucts of other schools? 

The Bosconlan education, especially its spiritual formation, is an 
important asset a Don Bosco graduate can bring anywhere. This 
aspect distinguishes me from being a Lasallian and being a Bosco- 
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4. Can you cite some memories in 
your 4-year stint in Canlubang? 

One unforgettable moment was when we 
had our summer camp, it is where we started 
to build trust, have unity and believe in each 
and everyone's capability Another event, which 
I think is the most emotional of all and the one 
which I will never forget, is our culminating day 
This is the day we parted ways without a guaran- 
tee of seeing each other again. Nonetheless, this day 
made our batch closer than ever and made us ready to 
face whatever challenge life throws us. 

5. What for you Is Ad Maiora Natusl 

"Born for greater things." Aside from its literal trans 
lation. this phrase pushes me to aim for 
higher things. Having a high standard, 
especially when it comes to 
academics, makes it diffi- 
cult for me to achieve 
my goals. However, 
by believing that I 
am born for 
greater things, 
nothing is un- 
attainable, i 
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Together with selected students from the high school 

AND college departments, I attended the Salesian Youth Animators' 
and Leaders' Assembly (SYALA) at Don Bosco Technical Institute Makati 
(DBTl) last Sep 13. 2008. 

With the theme "Pa*ano Naman Sila?," the symposium gave emphasis on the 
human rights specially that of children's. Some Bosconians from the other Don 
Bosco schools, youth centers, and parishes also came. 

Fr. Eli Cruz, the new provincial superior of the Salesians in the North; Ms. Karen 
Davila. a news anchor of ABS-CBN 2; and Mr. Jay Taruc, a broadcast journalist 
from GMA 7 were the speakers at the symposium^ 

In his talk. Fr. Eli made us aware about how the world upholds human rights. He 
went on to explore the various forms of abuses happening against our children. 
Being a developing country our children are most vulnerable to exploitation. 

Ms. Davila talked about her life and how she struggled out of poverty She also 
mentioned initiatives made by certain non-governmental organizations to free 
the world from poverty Mr. Taruc, the last resource person, shared his experi- 
ences in handling stories or reports that include children in it. He also let us in to 
the background story of documentaries they featured in their show that have 
awakened the consciousness of the society as regards the plight of our children. 

This event led the participants to ask one crucial question in connection with the 
issue at hand: "what can we do?"'4 



» *r V* 



• ft 







-f-vO 




7 



wn'rwy' 



>r 





AJk 



Don Boscrt Phrdsqphy 




St. John Bosco, The great contemporary saint 
WHO founded the Salesian order, pioneered a 

TEACHING STYLE FOR THE YOUTH WHICH WAS ENTIRELY 
DIFFERENT FROM THE METHODS BEING ADOPTED BY 

EDUCATORS DURING HIS TIME. His manner of mentoring was 
largely driven by the sad plight of the deprived boys who were so 
lost, misguided, maltreated, and abused amidst the poverty and 
difficulties of a transitory period. He believed that school is life 
being lived. He did not follow the narrow educational straitjacket 
Of the established institutions but centered on the student's wel- 
fare as an individual person. He taught his followers that it is the 
educator's responsibility to place the children in a happy, vigorous, 
enquiring educational environment where all are treated as equals; 
all are encouraged to speak their mind to everyone, even to their 
teachers. 

Don Bosco's method of study knows nothing of punishment. He en- 
couraged obedience and adherence to rules by instilling a true 
sense of duty and by showing sincere appreciation for the least ef- 
forts made towards virtue. He held that the teacher should be 
father, adviser and friend to the young. He educated the whole 
person— body and soul united. 

He taught them languages as well as craftsmanship that would 
enable them practical employment. In the same way. he intended 
to teach them to fall on their knees worshipping the God who cre- 
ated all and who loves all, and to be as kind and loving to their 
classmates, playmates, and teachers. 

He believed and taught that Christ's love and faith in that love 
should pervade everything they do- be it in work, in study, or in 
their games. He recognized that gentleness and persuasion alone 
were not enough to carry out the task of education, but thoroughly 
he believed in the value of games as a means of arousing childish 
curiosity. He likewise believed and adopted St. Phillip Neri's words: 
"Do as you wish. I do not care, so long as you do not sin." According 
to Don Bosco, the chief objective in teaching the young is to form 
the will and to temper the character 

Moreover he not only formed them well, but fine-tuned them as he 
tried to cultivate a taste for music in all his pupils, believing it to be 
a powerful and refining influence. 

His teaching style is now called the preventive system where chil- 



dren are taught with reason, religion and loving kindness, as 
against the repressive system or the traditional method of strict 
punishments as tools used in handling pupils, particularly the stub- 
born ones. In St. John Bosco's Preventive System, the pupils are 
given all the freedom compatible with discipline and good conduct. 
By the Preventive System, pupils acquire a better understanding of 
true education, so that an educator can always speak to them in 
the language of the heart, not only during the time of their educa- 
tion but even afterwards. Having succeeded in gaining the confi- 
dence of his pupils, the educator can subsequently exercise a great 
influence over them, counsel them, and even correct them, what- 
ever position they may occupy in the world later on. Instead 
of demanding for perfect order and decorum, he 
avoided such regimentation to be able to 
"make the little children to come" to him. 

On the other hand, he believed that "The 
repressive system may stop a disorder but 
can hardly make the offenders better" Ex- 
perience teaches that the young do not 
easily forget the punishments they have re- 
ceived, and for the most part hold bitter feel- 
ings, along with the desire to throw off the 
yoke and even to seek revenge. They may some- 
times appear to be quite unaffected, but anyone 
who follows them as they grow up knows that the 
reminiscences of youth are recurrent, and 
some have even been known in 
later years to have had recourse 
to brutal vengeance for chas 
tisements they had received 
during the course of thei 
education. Don Bosco's 
educational system was 
devised in the hope of 
avoiding such terrible re- 
percussions. 

As such. St. John Bosco is rightfu 

progressive schools of the 20^^ century, but more rightfully so dua. 

to the basis or purity of purpose of his advocacies, i 
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It all began with a dream. 

A memory of around a little over a decade ago keeps on coming back to my 
mind. My father stood still, my mother close by tenderly carrying my baby 
sister. My father stood still, occasionally looking about in anticipation of some- 
one 'great coming. My father stood still in the middle of EDSA behind a barri- 
eade of steel fence just across San Carlos Seminary at Guadalupe. My father 
stood still as the crowd grew thicker and thicker around him. my mama and 
baby sister drew near. My father stood still and began joining the jo^us as- 
sembly chanting "Viva II Papal PJPII. We love you!" My father stood still and 
waved his hand in unison with the buntings and flaglets dancing over the 
crowd. My father stood still as I sat comfortably over his shoulders witnessing 
the great coming of our beloved Loiek ■ Pope John Paul II. Tears fell from my 
eyes, joy bloomed in my heart. ^ 

Since then I fancy about meeting the Pope again- seeing him ana feeling ine 



\ 



inexplicable happiness that sprung forth from my heart. 
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Year after year I cannot but be inspired by how immense his love for the young 
is. Year after year, hailing from a Catholic school, I learned more and more my 
faith and have been inspired to practice it little by little, day by day. And so, l 
never stopped dreaming, dreaming that I could reach extraordinary feats and 
fulfill my childhood dreams. 

True enough my aspirations slowly began taking shape. Year by year I cannot 
but look back. At hindsight. I see that my dreams are inch by inch becoming 
part of my reality. 

The event of July 2008 - the XXIII World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney. Australia 
- was a fulfillment of my dream a little over a decade ago. As I was preparing 
myself, spiritually and practically, for the pilgrimage, I have placed three objec- 
tives before me: (1) I will pray a lot (for the people whom I promised to pray for. 
rhy family, my friends and myself): (2) I will see the Pope as close as possible; 
and, (3) I will listen to what God will tell me regarding my vocation. 

It was indeed a great moment for prayer. Before boarding the plane going to 
Australia I phoned, texted, emailed and PM-ed my friends, my relatives and my 
family and asked the intentions which they would want me to pray for. New 
found friends weren't exempted from this. 

An arm's length, that's how close I've got from Pope Benedict XVI. Ron, a semi- 
nary companion and also a WYD delegate, and I took the risk. We were invited 
to come for the Dedication of the Altar at St. Mary's Cathedral but we failed to 
get the WYD special badge to be acknowledged as a seminarian and be al- 
lowed to enter the 'private' Mass in the Cathedral. We took the risk. 

On the eve of 19 July. I took the maps, grabbed my tickler and consulted the in- 
ternet to look for the fastest route and transportation to St. Mary's. We 
needed to arrive before 7a.m. I've jotted down the bus number and the time - 
5 a.m. -that we have to catch the next day and packed my things. 

We woke up 30 minutes past the wake-up time we set. 4:30 a.m. And so we 
missed the bus. 4 

GCInote Follow the WYD adventures of Jerome via wyd.subtleoasis.com 




The TVET (Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training) of Don Bosco College was re- 
launched last August 22. 2008 before its partner 
industries. It was held at the Lay Salesian Partner- 
ship Room (LSPR). Br. Silvestre Crescendo, techni- 
cal director of TVET presented the program of the 
department to the representatives of the compa- 
nies like Wyeth, ACS Manufacturing. Philippine Auto 
Components, Edward Keller, Avon. Aichi Forging 
Philippines, and Asian Transmission Corporation 
among others. 

The re-launching of the department was held in 
order to heighten the awareness of the nearby in^' 
dustries as regards the existence of the vocational 
training provided by Don Bosco College through its 
TVET department. The event also marked 31 years 
of the partnership between Don Bosco College and 
Nestle. 

Former Governor Joey Una of Laguna remarked 
that the event awakened his "consciousness to 
help the poor." 

Fr. Louie Castaneda, rector of Don Bosco College 

delivered the opening address while Fr. Arvin Paz 

gave a touching closing remark. Mrs. Anna Servino 

and Mrs. Pinky Villanueva served as emcees for the 

event, i 

edNOTE Photos? Check 
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FROM PI2 ► to do that. Even if only gradually, even if it would take 
them a long time, but at least it would focus on the educative and 
pastoral plan. 

Plans. . . the biggest project now is the building of the high school if 
that materializes. On October 6, we have Mrs. Robina Gokongwei 
[of Robinson's] come over to see the place. If she approves then 
maybe it will push through, If not, we are back to square one. 
Sayang yung mga punong naputol na. And that was the regret of Fr. 
Chito Dimaranan. The reason why we did that [cutting down of the 
trees] was that the architect needed eight months. Tomorrow they 
should start the building. June of next year, it should be ready Since 
things are not moving us yet. baka ma-delay nq one or two months 
so qanu'n. That's why it was fast. We needed the decision fast. 
Parang sa ibanq confreres medyo nabibilisan sila. 

SB: What will happen to the Srugi building? 

Fr. Louie: That will revert to TVET That [the Srugi 
Building] is the TVET Building right? 

SB: How many storeys will it have? 
Fr. Louie: Four There will be 42 classrooms. 
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SB: ...which will be enough to house everybody 
in the high school department? 

Fr. Louie: Elementary and high school. Much like 
[Don Bosco] Makati, where you have the wing of 
the elementary and the wing of the high school. And 
f then in the middle you have the dome... You know 
they always ask us, how come the basketball court or 
the field has a central place in our [school]. Because 
that's what we believe in. If you go to Thailand, to 

A. 

the place where they went to see the 
schools, paqpasok mo sa loot Italian gran- 
ite, buo sa ground floor. Pero may 
football field at basketball sa 

la 

alibot Sa atin, since the 
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That's a testimony to our conviction that the playground is a sacred 
place for us. 

SB: How do you see Canlubang in the next five years? 

Fr. Louie: I'm very excited about TVET [Technical-Vocational Educa- 
tion Training], I'm very excited about the Manpower Training Pro- 
gram. When I give the good morning talk in the assembly of the 
TVET kakauntilanq sila eh, that's about 100 or 150. 1 was dreaming 
to have 800 or even 1.000 poor TVET trainees. Kasi these are the 
guys who after 15 months can help the family and be productive. 
You know in Makati. that's one good thing 1 felt happened there. I 
thought in Makati I would be serving the rich guys and spoiled 
brats. But in the Manpower Training Department, there are the 
poorest of the poor there. Boys who skipped meals kasi walang 
pambili. So we needed to buy food for them. And there we already 
have 800 [boys]. 300 are living with us. Imagine, kapaq Wednes- 
days. 300 boys are praying the rosary with us. Sa ifalim nq dome. 
anq lakas. You really feel *eto anq buhay to. eto anq [buhay] Sale- 
syano. 'Eto anq talaqanq hinahanap ko. And then we give them the 
goodnight talk afterwards. So, my dream for Canlubang more than 
the high school and the college is really the training center i really 
hope we can serve many more young people in Canlubang to take 
up the 15-month course, get a job and help in the family 

SB: The motto of Don Bosco Canlubang is Ad Maiora NatuS 
(Born for Greater Things). How does this dictum govern the 
life of Fr Louie? 

Fr. Louie: When we were having the envisioning, and we came to 
this point of Ad Maiora Natus. we needed to concretize it. What 
does it really mean to us? One thing I thought of at that time was 
that we're not really born for greater things. Not for greater, but for 
the greatest... We're born for the greatest Person; we have taken 




up the greatest vocation... both for Bosconians and Salesians. So 
that's my reflection to the group. Look, all that we do are all geared 
towards the end of being reunited with the Lord, being reunited 
with the greatest Being. So. anq reflection to. every apostolate. 

every teaching and learning situation should lead the 

Bosconian and Salesian educator towards the 

TLord, the greatest. So, born for the greatest 

person. Our hearts are made for God. and they 

will remain restless until they rest in God. i 
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BaBAE AKO, KAHAPON, NGAYON at BUKAS. This was the 
theme from the recent seminar headed by the College Guidance 
Counselor Ms. Rowena Estomaqo. The said seminar tool;-off last 
3 September 2008 and was attended by all college ladies together 
with some female lay associates. The seminar aimed at making all 
ladies aware of their position, behavior and identity as young 
women of Don Bosco College. 

The seminar commenced with a short prayer and proceeded with 
Fr. Vester's inspirational message. He emphasized the value and 
beauty of being a Filipina. He stated that Filipinas are called excep- 
tional for their unconditional love, patience, abilities and beauty 
compared to other women in the world. Hence. Filipinas should be 
proud of themselves. And as an essential part of the society, they 
should be confident for what they are, able to give service to their 
country and continue to live as respectful and honest citizens. 

The seminar was divided into three topics. The first discussion was 
about "feminine hygiene" facilitated by Ms. Maricel Magahis. She laid 
emphasis on the importance of caring for one's hygiene, the causes 
and effects of different infections or disorders among women. 

It was then followed by the second discussion which tackled about 
"spirituality" with Ms. Maria Gertrudez Bombase as the speaker. 
She made the participants aware of "the exciting part in being a 
woman." and how the Blessed Virgin Mary became the model of a 
true woman-a woman who is brave, honest, special and dedicated 
to living a life to the fullest. Here, the participants were given a 
chance to share and to talk about their uniqueness. 

The last part of the seminar was about "sexual harassment" facili- 
tated by a Dept. of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) repre- 
sentative. Ms. Mutya Roda. She illustrated that some forms of sexual 
harassment are done mostly by men in "authority/" She explained 
the rights of the victims and possible legal actions on how to stop 
sexual harassment. 

Fr. Mon Borja. SDB. the administrator of the College, shared his 
poem as his final remarks. This struck the hearts of those present. 
He made them appreciate more the gift of womanhood. 

In general, the seminar is very refreshing. The ideas are new and 
fresh. The most important lesson in this seminar is "whether you 
are a man or a woman, it is your responsibility how you will carry 
yourself and how you will gain respect. Let us bear in mind that our 
behavior and actions will speak of ourselves — our identity" Disci- 
pline will teach us to respect others and in return will help us to be 
respected, i 
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1/4 cup of Games 
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it \n\1I be so easy'. 

1 spoon of Music 
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Procedure; 

Step 2: Using a clean and simple lifestvio m,v ■, 

ac^d r teaspoon of Assistance ' ' ' '"'' °' ^°^^ ^"'^ 

everyt.n.w; Lll::'"" ^-ication-container and top 



everything with a spoonful of Music. 




Step 5; Smell and taste it. 
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week stav at Coqliandro House. 
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Mayapa. the Don Bosco ^ a chapel for the 

faithful of Bunqo Housmq. Whoa Sh q 
take note, not all of them are Catholics. 




austraLasia #2255 



MANILA: 1M3 September 2008 The Don bosco post 

novitiate participated in the Srd Conference Mondiale des Institu- 
tions Universitaires Catholiques de Philosophie - COMUICAP (World 
Congress of Catholic University Institutions of Philosophy). The CO- 
MIUCAP conference is held every four years. This year it tackled the 
notion of Transcendence, "a notion that both unites and separates 
philosophical and religious traditions and whose relevance is 
heightened by the Congress' location in Southeast Asia and its reli- 
gious realities." The theme was developed in the plenary assem- 
blies and parallel workshops conducted by speakers from different 
parts of the world and the country. 

The Ateneo de Manila University (run by the Jesuits) and the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas (run by the Dominicans), two of the top uni- 
versities in the Philippines, co-hosted the international gathering. 
The conference welcomed deans, professors and postgraduate stu- 
dents of philosophy and theology from all over the world. 

The event concluded with a Mass in which the Archbishop of 
Manila, His Eminence Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales presided. 

The whole experience and conference materials certainly comple- 
ment the classroom learnings of the postnovices and prove relevant 
to a dialogue with different religions, cultures and philosophies 
they could encounter as they grow and become full-fledged educa: 
tors themselves, i 
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Don Bosco College Canlubang, enthusiastic in 
opening the preparatory and elementary courses 

NEXT SCHOOL YEAR (SY 2009-2010). sent some personnel to 
Ttiailand in order to visit some of the Salesian schools there, I was 
fortunate to be one of them. 

Three Salesians also joined the trip: Fr. Vester Casaclang, the dean 
of the College: Fr. Joel Camaya. the principal of the High School De- 
partment and Fr. Philip Lazatin, once a missionary in Thailand who 
would be the interpreter of the group. 

We left the country on September 8. 2008. We stayed at Don 
Bosco Provincial house in Bangkok. We had three full days 
(September 9-11) to visit the different Salesian schools and the 
other schools in Thailand. 

The trip allowed us to see the standing of our school with refer- 
ence to the schools in Thailand which are considered to be bench- 
marks in the academic institutions. 



On the first day we went to Chulalongkorn University Demonstra- 
tion Elementary School. It's not a Salesian school but it gave me a 
lot of great ideas. For one, their curriculum is based on fun. find, and 
focus. As I see it. the students enjoy their learning experience there. 

Our next stop was the Don Bosco Technical School. It lives up to its 
name since the school has a lot of machines. But more than the fa- 
cilities. I appreciate the presence of the Salesians in that school. I 
told myself that even if I am in Thailand, Salesians are still the 
same. They play together with their Bosconians. The Salesian 
family spirit is very much alive. The experience seemed to have 
brought me back home. 

Located opposite of the Don Bosco Technical School is St. Dominic 
Savio School, which was our next destination. It was a big school 
and the Rector of the school was the one who accommodated us. 
We went to the different parts of the school and saw their impress- 
ing facilities. We were also acquainted to the best practices they 
have in the school. 

Thais greet other people by slightly bowing their heads with the 
palms pressed together in a prayer like fashion. Then they will greet 
you in their language Of course. I was not used to do that; hence I 
just greeted them with the homey "good morning" or "good after- 
noon" expressions. If a priest is introduced to me, I could not re- 
strain myself from doing the traditional "mano po.** for it was really 
hard for me to copy them on greeting other people since I have 
been used to our Filipino culture of the "pagmamano." ► 
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► The following day. we only visited the Salesian School in Hua 
Hin. Although it was a three-hour drive fronn the provincial house, 
the trip was worth it because of fascinating E}eautiful small houses 
for the pre-elementary and the big building for the basic education 
programs. The building was really superb. I was really amazed look- 
ing at the buildings and I told myself, ''When will Don Bosco Can- 
lubang have a building like this?'* 

I believe that the answer to this question will be a reality Soon. 

On the third and last day. we went to the Salesian School in Ban 
Pong. In that school, we were told that there were 300 boarders 
who come from all over Thailand. Imagine the assistance that they 
give to these boys! 

I was also impressed with the swimming pool because it is located 
at the roof deck of the building. The Salesian School in Ban Pong is 
also the center of Measurement and Evaluation in Thailand. There 
are 57 schools in Thailand that adopt their examinatiorijo evaluate 
the students* performance. 

Our trip to Thailand, although brief and tiring, inspired me to dream 
more for Don Bosco Canlubang. 

I hope that Don Bosco Canlubang will be known for its excellence 
in the fields of technology and education. For our students that 
they may have good values in life and that they may imbibe the 
character of a true Bosconian. I also dream now of a new building 
for our High School Department like the one in Hua Hin. 

I was amazed with the Salesians in Thailand. They really work hard 
so that Don Bosco will be known all over the country. I met a lot of 
them there from different races and I got the realization that wher- 
ever I go. all the Salesians are the same: welcoming smile for every- 
body, and a family spirit hovering in their beings that would make 
an individual feel that he or she is received warmly. They are avail- 
able for everyone, be it for the young and the old just like what their 
founder St. John Bosco did. 

It is in this light that I am consoled and happy that I am part of a 
big family That wherever I go. the Spirit is still the same-the Spirit 
of a family, of unity-the Spirit of St. John Bosco lives on! A 



Photos from top; (1) Students of Chulalonqhom Unrversity Demonstration El- 
ementary School with their classmate PC laptops. They are under the Intel 
World Ahead Program. \t.. The fagade of a Salesian school in Hua Kin. (3) The 
author poses with an elephant statue at Siam Niramlt. 
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INVTTE \DUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

LfTS CELEBRATE OUR 46™ YEAR AS 

ONE BOSCONIAN R\MILY! 

LO&ON TO WWW.DBCANLUBANG.INFO FOR MOFE INFO 








BE PART OF THE SIGNBEARER! 3S 
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I've been to where [ couldn^ find myself 
I've lived through years of hardships and distress 
Yet this heart of mine never fails to see light 
The light that leads my way 



I've gone through ups and downs and disarrays 
And despite all odds I feel a surge of grace 
The pains I've born have set my spirit burning 



Refrain 

AND NOW TM SHINING LIKE 

GOLD THAT IS TESTED IN FIRE, STRONG AND INSPIRED 

THE BLAZE OF LOVE HAS STRENGTHENED MY WORTH 

LIKE GOLD THAT IS TESTED IN FIRE, I LIVE MY DESIRE 

TO KEEP MY SPIRIT BURNING TO LIGHT THIS WORLD 



I hold the memories of yesterday 
They've molded me to what I am today 
And now I'm ready for the golden tomorrow 
No matter what comes my way. 



So hold my hand, we'll journey side by side 
With you I'm strong and He will be our guide 
The night is through, the dawn is breaking 
and now the sun will rise 



Refrain 

AND NOW I'M SHINING LIKE 

GOLD THAT IS TESTED IN FIRE. STRONG AND INSPIRED 

THE BLAZE OF LOVE HAS STRENGTHENED MY WORTH 

LIKE GOLD THAT IS TESTED IN FIRE. I LIVE MY DESIRE 

TO KEEP MY SPIRIT BURNING TO LIGHT THIS WORLD 



Bridge 

On and on I shall journey to reach for my dreams 
Though I never could know what tomorrow would bring 
I will conquer my fears. I will fight. I will win 
Cause I'm born for greater things 
I am great, I am strong. . . 



Refrain 

AND NOW m SHINING LIKE 

GOLD THAT IS TESTED IN FIRE. STRONG AND INSPIRED 

THE BLAZE OF LOVE HAS STRENGTHENED MY WORTH 

LIKE GOLD THAT IS TESTED IN FIRE. I LIVE MY DESIRE 

TO KEEP MY SPIRIT BURNING TO LIGHT THIS WORLD i 






rs-S5 



tg@ 












^--^ 



We, the Salesian Educative-Pastoral Community 

■ of Don Bosco College, behold: 




a competitive center for excellence 

in basic education 

a respected institution of higher education 

and resource center In the fields of 

education, technology and philosophy 

a globally viable center for technical 
and industry-entrepreneurial skills training 

of young people. 




Responding to the aspirations of 

the Church of the poor, and to 

the needs of the Salesian Philippine Province, 

we commit ourselves to our integral formation 

as servant-leaders capable of contributing to 

social transformation. 



Collaborating to be faithful to the charism and 

educational philosophy of St. John Bosco, 

we journey to create an incuiturated educative environment 

permeated by the Family Spirit and founded on 
Reason, Religion and Loving Kindness. 
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United !n mind and heart, 
we embark on our quest convinced that every person is 

a child of God bom for greater things. 
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